CLASSROOM LINKS

Jason and the Argonauts
by Visible Fictions Theatre Company

Before the performance
Please go to the Resources section of
www.theatreinschoolsscotland.com.
There are two very short films that may
be useful to help you prepare your class
for a theatre experience in the school
hall, one for you and one to show them.
We prefer the children to enjoy the
performance without prior knowledge
of the story but provide this information
for teachers to link to classroom plans
after the show.

Background show and story information for teachers
Jason shows up in his hometown of Iolcus with a game-plan: regain the throne stolen from his father by his
uncle Pelias. King Pelias agrees to give up the throne... so long as Jason brings him the Golden Fleece, which
is held in the far away land of Colchis. Jason accepts the quest even though he knows it’s going to be tough
and assembles the most star-studded team of heroes Greece has ever seen to go on the adventure with his
newly named Argonauts aboard the magical ship, the Argo.
Jason and the Argonauts have lots of adventures on the way to Colchis, like battling Harpies and giants
and monsters. When they finally arrive in Colchis, King Aeëtes says that Jason can have the Fleece just as
long he completes three nearly impossible tasks. With the help of Medea, the daughter of Aeëtes, Jason
completes the tasks, grabs the Fleece and Medea, and sails back to Greece. A few adventures later, Jason
and Argonauts are marching into Iolcus with the Golden Fleece.
As you can see, it’s a big story and we perform it with just two hard working actors and a transformative cart.
This production has been touring for 11 years now and has travelled far and wide in its life span, playing on
the stages of the Sydney Opera House and The New Vic on Broadway to name but a few!
Jason and the Argonauts was made into a feature film in 1963 and used animation alongside real
actors to create the famous skeleton fight scene. It was ground breaking at the time, have a look here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF_Fi7x93PY
The performance is 70 minutes. The children will sit on rows of benches, mats and chairs behind. The stage
manager will greet you as you enter the hall and show the children where to sit.

Curriculum for Excellence Resources:
Jason and the Argonauts is a fast-paced story that focuses on themes of teamwork, determination and
courage in the face adversity. Jason’s epic quest has many links to the Curriculum for Excellence, particularly
within Health and Wellbeing, Citizenship and Social Studies and The Expressive Arts.

Ideas for after the performance
Researching the story further with Google Search
Words:
•
•
•

Mythology
Ancient Greeks
Greeks Goods

The characters in the story •
•
•

Talking About Theatre:

•

There is a resource labelled ‘Talking About Theatre’
on our website. The class is guided through an
intuitive process by a theatre critic character
called Stevie. Stevie supports pupils in critically
analysing a performance they have seen.

•

•

Character focus
•
•
•

Which characters did you remember most
clearly? Why do you think this is?
Which characters did you like the most? Why?
Were there any characters you didn’t like?
Why?

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Jason
Aeson – Jason’s farther who appears to him
in a dream
Chiron – Jason’s stepfather, who looked after
him after Jason’s farther was killed.
Pelias – Jason’s evil uncle who murdered
Jason’s father and who Jason fights for the
throne.
Hera – The queen of Heaven, who appears to
Jason as an old woman who he carries across
the river of blood.
Hercules – the strongest man in the world
who thinks he should be the captain of the
Argo.
Mopsus – an Argonaut – a natural philosopher
who studies beasts and birds and plants.
Orpheus – an Argonaut – the greatest
musician and poet in the world.
Hylas – an Argonaut – beautiful and wise and
a dab hand with a bow and arrow.
Medea – the witch princess, one of the
guardians of the fleece who falls in love with
and runs away with Jason.
Aeetes – The King of the End of the world,
guardian of the fleece and Medea’s father.
Ceto – the sea monster
Phineas – The wise King, blinded by the
Gods for seeing the future too clearly and
tormented by the harpies.
Harpy – The half woman, half bird creature
sent by the gods to torment Phineas.
The dragon – who guards the fleece.
More about Visible Fictions Theatre
Company is at www.visiblefictions.co.uk
More about Theatre in Schools Scotland is
at www.theatreinschoolsscotland.com

