
CLASSROOM LINKS

Background show information for teachers
The Story of the Little Gentleman is adapted from a book by Swedish author Barbro Lindgren. Barbro is 
well known for creating humorous and imaginative storylines whilst treating seriously issues that may 
affect children. 

The show starts with a large wooden crate which slowly reveals numerous small doors through which little 
surprises appear. Soon the Little Gentleman emerges, seeming to have landed in a brand new place, and 
eager to make new friends. It soon becomes clear that this isn’t going to be quite so easy for him.

Then, just as he’s resigned to this, the Dog appears – excited by everything around it, and constantly on the 
lookout for biscuits. The Little Gentleman, while initially rather scared of this furry ball of enthusiasm has 
plenty of biscuits and gradually begins to realise that the Dog just might be the friend he’s been looking for. 

The two share a wonderful summer but autumn arrives and the Dog’s attention is soon diverted by other 
friendly faces and potential new friends. The Little Gentleman finds himself feeling hurt and confused as 
he struggles with feelings of jealousy. We see how friendships can be complicated. In the end, though, the 
Dog’s open nature proves infectious and the Little Gentleman, along with the children, sees that everyone 
in the room can be a new friend.

The performance is 50 minutes. The children will sit on carpets, with a couple of rows of benches, mats and 
chairs behind. The stage manager will greet you as you enter the hall and show the children where to sit. 

Before the performance
Please go to the Resources section of 
www.theatreinschoolsscotland.com. 
There are two very short films that may be 
useful to help you prepare your class for 
a theatre experience in the school hall.

We prefer the children to enjoy the 
performance without prior knowledge 
of the story but provide this information 
for teachers to link to classroom plans 
after the show.

The Story of the 
Little Gentleman   
by Catherine Wheels Theatre Company 



Curriculum for Excellence 
Resources:

Health and Well Being

I am aware of how friendships are formed and 
that likes, dislikes, special qualities and needs can 
influence relationships.
HWB 0-44a / HWB 1-44a

I understand that people can feel alone and can be 
misunderstood and left out by others. I am learning 
how to give appropriate support. 
HWB 0-08a / HWB 1-08a

Citizenship

The power and importance of friendships and 
the challenges involved in sustaining them offers 
opportunities to begin discussions on difference 
and conflict resolution.

Ideas for after the performance

The performance can assist exploration around 
making new friends and how to be a good friend.

Relevant friendship exercises could be:

1. In pairs, pose questions that help get to know 
this friend better.  
What does your friend they like for breakfast?  
Do they like swimming?  
What is their favourite flavour of ice cream? 

2. I like that too!  
Everyone moving around the room, find 
someone in the class who has the same as you…

• favourite colour
• pet
• birthday month

3. Drama scenarios could be used to explore 
techniques on how to make new friends. 
You could start, like the Gentleman, with 
someone arriving new to the area. Why 
might they have moved? What might they be 
feeling? What could others do to help?

Classroom momento

We will send you a poster for your classroom. You 
could also use the attached template to create 
a colourful man and dog friendship paperchain 
across the room.

More about Catherine Wheels Theatre 
Company is at www.catherinewheels.co.uk

More about Theatre in Schools Scotland is at 
www.theatreinschoolsscotland.com




